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among themselves, and that the riches of Peru and
Mexico should not induce me to dwell among them."
When the advance of the Nawab was known it was
fully expected that the French at Chandernagore would
join him in an attack upon Calcutta. Olive, who was
then entrenched in a strong position to the north of the
town, realised that the safety of the British settlements
in Bengal depended upon his action; and he used the
great powers entrusted to him with a prudence
and caution little expected by those who knew his
daring spirit. He endeavoured to open negotiations
with Surajah Dowlah, and when that prince, on reaching
Hooghly, expressed his readiness to restore the Company's
property and give compensation, he strongly advised the
Bengal Government to accept the conditions. Whilst
Glivewas attempting to negotiate with theNawab in the
name of the Company, Watson was threatening him with
fire and sword in the name of the King. What Surajah
Dowlah thought of this dual correspondence we are
not told; it must have led to grave complications if the
English commanders had not placed the good of the
public service above every private consideration. The
estrangement between Dupleix and La Bourdonnais was
fatal to their schemes ; the service jealousies and rival-
ries of Clive and Watson disappeared in the face of a
common foe.
On February 3rd, while Watson was dining in
camp with Clive, the advanced guard of the Nawab's
army was descried marching in the direction of Calcutta.
Clive opened fire with two field-pieces, but darkness soon
put an end to the cannonade. Next morning the
Nawab requested that deputies might be sent to him to